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sheets are cut in eighteen or twenty different thicknesses
or counts. The rectangular blocks are put on a horizontal
moving carriage, which can be raised or lowered to bring it
up to the knife, and these machines, it may be said, are not
of such a complicated nature or exclusive design as those
used for circular block cutting.
Each firm has its own special machinery for compressing
the blocks and cutting the sheets, and not unnaturally a
good deal of reticence is displayed with regard to the
details. In modern times the old system of freezing the
blocks of rubber in a mixture of ice and salt has been
succeeded by freezing chambers and refrigerating machinery,
but even with this advance it may take quite two monthB to
freeze a block solid to the core, which is necessary in order
that a continuous sheet may be cut. As a refrigerating
chamber may contain rubber up to ^10,000 in value,
representing locked-up capital, it will be recognised that
this branch of the rubber business cannot be entered upon
by firms without considerable capital resources.
Cut sheet can always be distinguished from what has
been spread or rolled from a solution of the rubber in
naphtha by the knife marks; at least, this should be the
case. We live, however, in a progressive age, and Franz
Clouth, in his book, refers to the use in some works or other
in the Eatherland of an embossed calender, whereby rolled
sheet has the apparent hall-mark of the knife-cut impressed
upon it, and to such effect that any but the practised eye
would be deceived. The author mentions this on the high
authority quoted, not having any personal knowledge of the
practice or any information as to whether it is limited to
Germany or not.